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Overview
• What is Geocaching?
• How does Geocaching work?
• How GLOBE and Geocaching align?
• The first Geo-

Camporee: 
Geocaching, 
GLOBE and 
Scouting 



What is Geocaching?

Basically, GeoCaching is a high-tech 
version of hide-and-seek using a GPS to 
find hidden treasure.



How Does Geocaching Work?

• A Geocache or just 
“cache”, is placed 
at an interesting 
location.

• It is hidden from 
view but NEVER 
buried.



How Soes Geocaching Work?

• The cache’s 
exact Latitude 
and Longitude 
is determined 
using a GPS 
unit.



How does Geocaching Work
• The Cache description 

and location are 
submitted to 
www.geocaching.com

• Once approved the 
cache is posted for 
others to find.

• Geocachers can share 
their success (or not) 
and details about the 
cache.



How Does Geocaching Work?

• After creating 
an account, 
users can 
search for 
caches

• Read tips from 
other 
Geocachers

• Clues are 
provided



How Does Geocaching Work?

• To locate a cache, 
coordinates are 
entered into a 
GPS unit which 
directs you to the 
cache’s location



How does Geocaching work?

• A visitor’s log and pencil
• A “welcome” note
• Prizes for everyone!

– Sometimes you might 
find—

• A disposable camera
• Travel Bugs
• GeoCoins, GeoTokens
• Clues to another 

GeoCache

What’s in a Geocache?
The weatherproof container usually includes --



How Does Geocaching Work?

• Sign the logbook
• Take one of the  

trinkets you find.
• Leave one of your 

own trinkets.
• Replace the cache just 

as you found it for the 
next Geocacher to 
find.

What do I do when I find one?



GLOBE and Geocaching

• Geocaching provides a 
“hook” to engage 
GLOBE students

• Caches can be placed in 
areas of high 
environmental 
significance and interest

• Local scientists can be 
contacted to suggest 
cache locations



GLOBE and Geocaching
• Example:  Local Environmental Science 

professor needs stream temperature and 
pH data for fish habitat study



Example:
• Local 

Boy 
Scout 
Council

GLOBE and Geocaching



+               = . . .
Boy Scouts

Merit Badge Program
• Animal Science
• Astronomy
• Bird Study
• Botany
• Chemistry
• Citizenship in Community
• Citizenship in Nation
• Citizenship in World
• Communications
• Environmental Science
• Fish & Wildlife Management
• Forestry
• Gardening
• General Science
• Geology
• Nature
• Oceanography
• Orienteering
• Public Health
• Soil & Water Conservation
• Surveying

GeoCaching



GeoScouting
• Developed by Dr. Mary Stevens 

combines Scouting and 
Geocaching

• www.geoscouting.com
• Promoted at the national 

level
• Provides a framework for 

integrating GLOBE
• Provides a vehicle for 

promoting GLOBE 
internationally . . .



First Annual Geo-Camporee
• Led by local Boy Scout 

leader, Mike Carpenter
• Funding for GPS from WV 

Space Grant Consortium
• Based on GLOBE Land 

Cover Sample Site protocol
• Training on GeoCaching 

and GLOBE to 30 leaders
• Designed *NEW**NEW* Website 

for data entry
• Requests are coming in to 

train in other states



Geo-Camporee Website



International 
Collaboration

• 21st World Scout 
Jamboree, UK

• 41,500 scouts
• ELEMENTS Programme: 

Water, Earth, Wind, Fire
– A Science-based program
– Coordinators of all Elements are 

leveraging GLOBE
– GeoScouting/GLOBE are 

integrated in all Elements
– GPS units and protocol kits are 

needed 
– Contact Dr. Stevens at:

geoscouting@gmail.com



Contact Information

Todd Ensign
Todd.ensign@ivv.nasa.gov
http://erc.ivv.nasa.gov
http://wvglobe.org

NASA IV&V Facility ERC
100 University Dr.
Fairmont, WV 26554
304-367-8438


