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Huntsville, Alabama

May 26-28, 1999

Summary

A Symposium on GIS (Geographic Information Systems), with a special focus on its use with the GLOBE Program was hosted by the GLOBE in Alabama franchise and held in Huntsville, Alabama on May 26-28,1999 on the campus of the University of Alabama in Huntsville.  

The symposium presented an overview and general information about GIS, hands-on tutorials on how to use specific GIS software, and working sessions on how to use GLOBE data with various GIS packages. A special emphasis was placed on the use of GIS software in GLOBE student research activities. Dr. Doug Gordin of SRI provided an overview of using GIS for science learning in the GLOBE classroom. His presentation can be found on the GLOBE web site in the Educator’s Forum under Research Strategies: GIS. 

Two commercial providers of GIS software (ESRI and Intergraph) participated in the GLOBE GIS Symposium.  They have both agreed to provide GIS software and training for GLOBE schools and GLOBE franchises. For specifics of each companies offerings for GLOBE schools, see their web sites at:

· http://www.esri.com/globe
· http://www.intergraph.com/software/education/
The presentations made by both ESRI and Intergrpah at the GIS Symposium can also be found in the Educator’s Forum section of the GLOBE web site.

While the symposium did provide some hands on experience with both company's software, the intent was not to provide complete training on their software. Rather, the focus was to explore the work flows associated with GLOBE student research using GIS tools.  Cyndy and Jerry Henzel provided some excellent examples of this process and they can also be found in the Educator’s Forum section of the GLOBE web site.

Additional information about the GLOBE GIS Symposium can be received by contacting:

Greg Cox 

Director, GLOBE in Alabama Program 

Global Hydrology and Climate Center 

Institute of Global Change Research and Education 

977 Explorer Blvd. 

University of Alabama in Huntsville 

Huntsville, Alabama 35806
