
GLOBE® 2005 Appendix - 5 Soil

Soil Investigation
Soil Moisture Site Definition Sheet
Create a unique name for your site and give concise directions to it.

Study Site: ______________________________________________________________________

Directions:______________________________________________________________________

Location: Latitude: _____________˚ ❒ N or ❒ S      Longitude: _____________˚ ❒ E or ❒ W       

Elevation: ___ meters  

Source of Location Data (check one): ❒ GPS   ❒ Other ___________________________________

Site Metadata
Distance to nearest rain gauge or instrument shelter:  _________ m; Direction _______

Distance to nearest Soil Characterization Sample Site: _________ m; Direction _______

State of Soil Moisture Study Site:
❒ Natural   ❒ Plowed   ❒ Graded   ❒ Backfill   ❒ Compacted   ❒ Other ____________________

Surface Cover:
❒ Bare Soil   ❒ Short grass (<10 cm)   ❒ Long grass (10 cm)   ❒ Other ____________________

Canopy Cover:
❒ Open    ❒ Canopy Overhead ___

Some Trees or Structures within 30 m: ❒ No   ❒ Yes (describe size) ________________________

Soil Characterization:
     (Soil characterization data will help you understand the soil moisutre data.  You may take 

these values from the appropriate horizon of the soil characterization data worksheet for A 
Soil Characterization Study site within 100 m.  Otherwise we recommend you complete a soil 
characterization data worksheet for this site.)

      0-5 cm     10 cm     30 cm     60 cm    90 cm

 Structure      _________  _________   _________   _________   _________

 Color  _________ _________   _________   _________  _________

 Consistence   _________   _________   _________   _________   _________

 Texture _________   _________  _________   _________   _________

 Rocks          _________  _________   _________   _________   _________

 Roots _________   _________   _________   _________   _________

 Carbonates _________   _________   _________   _________   _________

 Bulk Density  _________  _________   _________   _________   _________

Soil Particle Size Distribution:
        % Sand      _________  _________   _________  _________   _________

        % Silt _________   _________   _________   _________   _________

        % Clay      _________  _________   _________   _________  _________
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Collector’s comments:
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Site Sketch:
(Scale 1 square = _______)


