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Starting screen 

http://mynasadata.larc.nasa.gov/ 

To start, click here and 
choose “Advanced” 

http://mynasadata.larc.nasa.gov/


Main screen of Advanced Live Access Server 

Click here to pick 
a different data 
set from the one 
that comes up 
automatically.  

Click here if you 
want to close the 
annotations about 
the plot. 



Precipitation datasets available 

• Average Monthly 
Precipitation: overall 
average by month 

• GPCP – Global 
Precipitation 
Climatology Project: 
adds data from other 
sources to go back as 
far as 1979  

• Monthly Precipitation 
(TRMM): historical data, 
looking at one particular 
month in a particular 
year 

This is the one that’s 
climatology from 
TRMM data 



Data maps 

To get a map of 
precipitation data 



TRMM data – world map 

Enter coordinates 
here to show a 
particular area 
(this is for India) 

Then click to update the 
plot (or check the box to 
update automatically) 

Or, use the 
square tool to 
draw a box. 



Precipitation map of India - February 

Change the month 
and update the plot 
to cycle through. 



Precipitation map of India - February 

You can animate the entire 
year of data (it seems to 
be more reliable with the 
recently upgraded 
interface). 



Specific locations 

To get a graph or table of 
data for a specific location 



Getting data for a specific location 

Enter the coordinates 
for the city you want 
data for (this is 
Kolkata, India) 

Change to Line Plots – 
Time and choose a 
start and end time, 
then update the plot 

If you’ve already 
changed to Line Plots, 
you can also drag the 
circle around the map 
to select a location. 



Getting data for a specific location 

Resulting data plot 



Getting a chart of specific values 

Click “Show 
Values” to see 
the data by 
month (in a 
new tab). 



Saving data for using in a spreadsheet 

Click “Save As”  

In the window that 
opens, choose ASCII 
and click “Save.” Open 
the resulting *.txt file 
using Excel or another 
spreadsheet program. 



Excel spreadsheet 



Google Earth 

Getting data to use in  
Google Earth 



Precipitation data in Google Earth 

Make sure you are 
back in Maps mode, 
and choose an area 
to visualize, then 
click on Google Earth 
from the top menu. 



Getting the file 

The default settings 
should be fine, 
although you might 
experiment with other 
color palettes if you’d 
like. Save the file or 
open it with Google 
Earth. 



The data is ready to 
explore! 



Time series plots 

If you zoom in, you 
can even get time 
series plots for 
individual points on 
the grid. 
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