Tides of Contamination

Inl:ruductmn

O project investigates the tmpact of tidal
esluaries on local beaches in Rosscarbery,
West Cork. Our local beach, the Warren
strand, has been polloted by E, coli for five
yenrs, affecting cwimmers' health and local
businesses. Our growup i3 testing water o
Identily the cause and raise awarenes for
this engoing ssue. Esfuaries collect sediment
from  agriceltural  renofl, sewage, and
stormwaler. which fMows It #earby
beaches during spring fides. increasing E.
carli leveels,
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Testin

Since February 024, have een
micnitoring nitrate levels monthly wsing
dip tests and 2ominuie kick samples. We
began E. Coli testing in October, took 12
samples in total of feeder streams, the
Warten esfuary, Owenahinicha and the
Warren strand al different cides and
precipitation bevels. The samples were
then aken o Acorn Waters in Bandon,
Co Cork to be tested for nlirates as well an
E. Coli.

Conclusion

From research, sampling, and testing, we
can conclude that the B, coll pollution
occurs after heavy rainfall. Because of this
we advise (o public orgonisations Hke
Cork County council to test beaches for
E, Coli the days follewing rain rather than
an arbitrary day each month  entl
treatment fucilities can be improved.




