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GLOBE Ecuador, despite the declaration of a pandemic made by the WHO due to COVID-19, has continued in the search to find a sustainable space of operations in the country, has managed to identify spaces in which it is possible to act legitimately, and, at the same time, time, efficiently and effectively, with educational establishments that are administered with an autonomous regime against the general tax system.
In terms of optimizing what has been the practice of making measurements, observations and sending data until now, progress is being made in reaching agreements with various actors to scale to new levels for data analysis and the use of its results in different technical fields and local scientists.
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Regarding the actions carried out and based on the EDUCATION goals of the GLOBE Strategic Plan 2018-2023, the following are detailed:
· Student investigations.
We have sought to increase the number of GLOBE schools and students conducting GLOBE-informed research. For the effect:
· Meetings were established between the coordination of GLOBE Ecuador with the directors of the Education and Environment areas of the Municipality of the Rumiñahui Canton and actions were coordinated to start work with at least three schools in the Canton in March. These actions are on hold due to the COVID-19 lockdown.
· Two outreach meetings were held to establish a joint effort between the World Conservation Society (WCS) Ecuador and OIKOS, with the purpose of integrating GLOBE in the actions of the Local Environmental Education Advisory Councils – CLEA, which are tools created to the operationalization of the National Strategy for Environmental Education at the national level. It is planned to at least start working with 5 educational institutions in the province of Orellana under this scheme, when the health emergency conditions warrant it.
· Since May, several rapprochement meetings have been held with the Decentralized Autonomous Government (GAD) of the Province of Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas to establish joint actions to integrate GLOBE within their environmental management strategies; As a result of the meetings, a roadmap has been worked out to start activities with the educational community of at least 10 schools and colleges, as soon as the conditions for returning to the classroom in person exist.
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After several meetings and conversations held between August 2019 and March 2020 (beginning of the confinement due to the pandemic caused by COVID-19) with the country's educational authorities, interest and support have been achieved so that teachers and students empowered and able to send data to GLOBE. In the last five months, in order to increase the number of schools that provide data to the GLOBE system, a virtual teacher-training workshop has been scheduled to take place in late November and early December 2020. For this purpose, meetings have been held with the El Armadillo Biocorridor Conservation Program. This program is part of the projects carried out jointly with the GAD of Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas and it interferes with educational establishments in that province, to verify costs and estimate values ​​that schools must assume to acquire equipment and supplies for various protocols (Atmosphere - Hydrosphere). For the rest of 2020 and the beginning of 2021, work agreements are expected to be signed between the Municipal Government of the Rumiñahui Canton and OIKOS and another between the Provincial GAD of Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas – El Armadillo Biocorridor Project and OIKOS, which will facilitate the execution and permanence of the GLOBE program.
On the other hand, with the WCS Ecuador it is expected to maintain contact and interest to integrate GLOBE Observer into citizen science programs and motivate community leaders to participate in the campaigns planned by GLOBE.
Additionally, with the private company in the zone of influence of the El Armadillo Biocorridor project, it is expected to establish a cooperation agreement to finance the communities settled on the banks of the rivers that are part of the Biocorridor so that participatory community monitoring is integrated. under the citizen science approach with the use of GLOBE Observer.
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Dr. Marco A. Encalada: Coordinador GLOBE Ecuador 
Lic. Darwin Hernández J.: Master Trainer  
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