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We connect  

regular people  

 

to real science  

they can do. 

 

   

 

 



 
Millions of people 

enjoy  

science & nature. 

 

Thousands of 

scientists need 

volunteers. 

 

But they can’t 
find each other.  



 
 

We 

connect 

them 
 

Scientist image 

and cit scientist 

images tk to 

illustrate “we 

connect them” 

We 

connect 

them 













 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Someone you know is a Citizen Scientist  

eBird  

1.5 million 

reports 

1.5 million 

water testers 

SETI@ home 5 

million volunteers 

eBird 

1.5 million reports 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
   

Co authored 

dozens of 

peer-reviewed 

papers 

 

 

Discovered 

cocaine & 

hormones in 

Puget Sound 

drinking water 

 

 

 

Showed that 

birds migrate 

closer to 

poles due to 

global warming 

Citizen Science is Serious Science. 
 

Galaxy 

Zoo 
Audubon Sound 

Citizen 



• Birds are breeding earlier 

 

• 50+ types of bacteria live in 

your belly button 

 

• Jupiter-sized planet 

discovered  

 

• Invasive mosquito species 

has arrived in Germany 

 

• About 50 types of bacteria 

live in your navel 

 

Because of 

Citizen 

Scientists,  

we now know:   

 

 
(Cooper et al. 2014) 

 
 

 



 

Because of 

Citizen 

Scientists: 

 

 
 

 

In a study of 338 citizen science 

projects: 

 

1.3–2.3 million citizen scientists  

had an economic value of $2.5 

billion per year.   



 

Because of 

Citizen 

Scientists: 
 

Cell Slider: 

Classify Online 

Images of Cancer   

 

 

  



 

Because of 

Citizen 

Scientists: 

 

 

 

 
Source: Andrea Wiggins 

 

 

 

 

  

Data is equal to or more 

accurate than professional 

scientists’ data.  



 

Because of 

Citizen 

Scientists: 

 

 

 

 
Source: Brossard, et, al, 

 

 

 

 

  

“… increased understanding 

of scientific methodology, 

validity, and reasoning…” 



 

Because of 

Citizen 

Scientists: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

• Accurate data 

• Accelerate research 

• Economic impact 

• Increase understanding of 

the scientific method 

 



Snippet of webcode tracks contributions.  

 

 

SciStarter: Contributions 

SciStarter 

Member 

Project 

Track Contributions 







Personalized Dashboard 

SciStarter: Digital Community Tools 

Broad Participation  

Track Contributions 



Find Volunteers 

SciStarter: Volunteer Finder 

Recruit and Retain 

Acquire Data 

 

 



Manage and Message Volunteers 

SciStarter: Volunteer Manager 

Connect with Citizen Scientists + 

Project Leaders 

 

Recruit and Retain 

Acquire Data 

 

 

 



Project Leaders can add specific locations 

SciStarter: Geolocation 

Recruit and Retain 

Acquire Data 

 



Citizen scientists can add location 

SciStarter: Geolocation 

Local Relevance 



Find projects based on location 

SciStarter: Geolocation 

Local Relevance 



SciStarter: Educators 



SciStarter: Educators 



We can now ask and answer new 

research questions 

• What drives participation in citizen science?  

• What motivates people to stay or change projects? 

• Do people who participate in multiple projects serve as better citizen scientists? 

• Can we use embedded tracking and assessment in SciStarter to understand 

linkages between participation dynamics across projects and learning outcomes?  

• What roles do different projects play in the landscape network of projects?  

 

Limited Studies 

SciStarter: Research 



Future 

SciStarter: Future 

Track Advocacy Integrate citizen science tools Develop microcredits or badges 



Future 

SciStarter: Future 

Translate informal STEM experiences  

into formal accreditations. 

 

Embedded assessments to measure  

practiced or acquired competencies. 



Future 

SciStarter: Future 

Getting Started Kits! 



Future 

SciStarter: Future 



Future 

SciStarter: Future 

Interested in joining our Education Advisory Committee? 

  

Email Darlene@SciStarter.com 



People- 

Powered 

Science 
  


