
GLOBE® 2017 Cloud Protocols - 15 Atmosphere

Cloud and Contrail Type 
Field Guide

 NEVER look directly at the Sun!

Task
To see which of the 12 types of clouds and how many of each of the three types of 
contrails are visible.

What You Need
 □ Cloud Data Sheet
 □ GLOBE Cloud Chart
 □ Observing Cloud Type Appendix
 □ Contrail Formation Guide
 □ GLOBE Data Entry options

In the Field
1. Look at all the clouds in the sky, in all directions.
2. Identify the types of clouds that you see using the GLOBE Cloud Chart and the 

definitions found in Observing Cloud Type (shape and height).
3. Check the box on your Data Sheet for each and every cloud type you see on each 

level (low, mid, and high).
4. There are three types of contrails. Record the number of each type you see.

CONTRAILSCLOUDS
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Persistent Non-Spreading
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https://www.globe.gov/documents/348614/624fab53-4159-438e-b974-4a79c402c3cb
https://www.globe.gov/documents/348614/348628/GLOBE+Cloud+Chart/782194b1-b5c3-4416-b3aa-b4a208ea5812
https://www.globe.gov/documents/348614/50bab4c6-d6b6-451c-84e3-2877d382f4ac
https://www.globe.gov/documents/10157/98ef8129-2b13-439f-9306-2dee95e08576
http://www.globe.gov/globe-data/data-entry

